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Renormalization of gauge fields

In the previous chapter we introduced the Lagrangian that must be used
in the calculation of Feynman diagrams with closed loops for generic gauge
theories. In this chapter we turn to the calculation of one-loop diagrams in a
nonabelian gauge theory coupled to fermions. We shall evaluate the infinite
contributions of the diagrams and show how they can be absorbed in the
allowed counterterms, thus establishing the renormalizability of the theory at
the one-loop level.

The calculations are performed in a class of Lorentz gauges and may be
regarded as the nonabelian analogue of the calculations performed for the
abelian gauge theory (i.e. quantum electrodynamics) in chapters 9 and 10;
we will in fact make use of the results recorded in these chapters whenever
possible. The calculations will be for a general gauge group. The case of SU(3)
is particularly relevant, as this is the gauge group that underlies quantum
chromodynamics, the gauge theory of the strong interactions. This theory
will be discussed in later chapters.

We shall start by recalling some of the main ingredients and derive some
group-theoretical results needed for the subsequent calculations. Then we turn
to a discussion of the renormalization and derive the counterterm Lagrangian.
We demonstrate that all the ultraviolet infinities that we determine subse-
quently can be absorbed by these counterterms, and thereby establish the
one-loop renormalizability. Then we present the explicit calculation of the
infinite graphs, first for the fermions (as they follow mostly from previous
results) and then for the pure gauge theory. We demonstrate how ultraviolet
and infrared divergences can be disentangled in dimensional regularization,
and determine all the ultraviolet one-loop divergences. Readers who are not
interested in these somewhat cumbersome calculations may prefer to ignore
part of this chapter and proceed to the next chapter where we discuss the
phenomenon of asymptotic freedom, whose existence can be inferred from the
one-loop results evaluated in this chapter, and the consequences of having
different mass scales in a quantum field theory.

14.1. Preliminaries

The relevant Lagrangians for the gauge fields and the gauge-fixing terms in
the Lorentz gauge were already given in section 13.5. The interactions with the
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gauge fields are determined by the generators and the structure constants, ta
and fab

c. We restrict ourselves to compact simple gauge groups (for a precise
definition of these concepts, see appendix C). In that case the gauge-field
indices a, b, . . . can be freely raised and lowered and fabc is antisymmetric in all
three indices. As explained in section 12.3, compact gauge groups are required
in order that the kinetic terms for each of the gauge fields in the Lagrangian
are nonvanishing and of equal signs. The restriction to simple groups is just for
convenience and has no important consequences; compact groups can always
by written as products of simple groups, i.e. groups that have no invariant
subgroup, so that the corresponding gauge-field Lagrangian can be written as
a sum of the gauge-field Lagrangians for each of the invariant subgroups. The
gauge fields interact with matter fields such that the generators ta associated
with different subgroups commute.

We recall that the gauge group generators satisfy the commutation relations

[
ta, tb

]
= fab

c tc . (14.1)

In the adjoint representation associated with the gauge fields the generators
are the structure constants (more precisely, (ta)bc = −fabc). Hence in this
representation (14.1) takes the form of the Jacobi identity

fab
e fec

d + fbc
e fea

d + fca
e feb

d = 0 . (14.2)

For compact simple groups, one can show that the generators and structure
constants must satisfy the relation

ta ta = −C2(R) I , Tr (ta tb) = −C2(R) dimR
dimG δab , (14.3)

where the matrices ta refer to a single irreducible representation, and the co-
efficient1 C2(R) depends on the representation R. For compact groups, C2(R)
is always positive (or zero when the representation is trivial). In this section
we are dealing with only two representations: the adjoint one for the gauge
fields and another one corresponding to the fermions. The Casimir constant
for the adjoint representation shall be denoted by C2(G), so that (14.3) takes
the form

facd fbcd = C2(G) δab . (14.4)

However, neither the structure constants nor the generators ta are uniquely
determined by (14.3), as one can still rescale all the generators uniformly (in
the Lagrangian this rescaling can be absorbed into the coupling constant). To
fix the overall normalization of the generators, it suffices to impose a condition

1These coefficients are related to the so-called quadratic Casimir invariants (see, e.g.
appendix C).
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on the generators in some given representation. In this context this is done
by imposing, usually for some simple representation,

Tr (ta tb) = − 1
2 δab . (14.5)

This fixes C2(R) to be equal to

C2(R) = 1
2

dimG
dimR . (14.6)

For instance, for SU(N) and SO(N) the normalization (14.5) is usually imposed
on the defining N -dimensional representations of the group. In that case one
finds (N > 2)

C2(N) =





N2 − 1

2N
for SU(N) ,

N − 1

4
for SO(N)

since the dimensions of SU(N) and SO(N) equal N 2 − 1 and 1
2N(N − 1),

respectively. The corresponding values of C2(G) are

C2(G) =

{
N for SU(N) ,
1
2 (N − 2) for SO(N) .

(14.7)

For arbitrary groups the determination of these constants requires more de-
tailed knowledge of the structure of the group. However, for SU(N) and SO(N)
these results can be derived from relatively simple algebraic manipulations (see
problem 14.1).

In the calculations that follow, one does not need explicit knowledge of the
normalization conventions and the values for the coefficients C2. The results
will always be expressed in terms of C2(G) and C2(R) and when one is inter-
ested in a certain gauge group one simply substitutes the appropriate values
for C2. In order to express the various results in terms of these constants
we need a number of simple relations; we evaluate four of them here, using
(14.1- 14.4),

fabc tb tc = 1
2fabc fbcd td = 1

2C2(G) ta ,

tb ta tb =
(
ta tb + fbac tc

)
tb = −

(
C2(R)− 1

2C2(G)
)
ta ,

Tr
(
ta [tb, tc]

)
= −C2(R) dimR

dimG fabc ,

Tr
(
[ta, tb] [tc, td]

)
= −C2(R) dimR

dimG fabe fcde .

(14.8)

The above relations hold for any representation R, so we can also write them
down for the adjoint representation where (ta)bc = −fabc. We then establish
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the following identities,

fade fbef fcfd = 1
2C2(G) fabc ,

faef
{
fbfg fcgh fdhe − fbfg fdgh fche
− fcfg fdgh fbhe + fdfg fcgh fbhe

}
= −C2(G) fabe fcde , (14.9)

Generalizations of these identities are easily derived, but are not needed in
this chapter.

Before proceeding to actual calculations, we first turn to a discussion of the
renormalization programme in the next section.

14.2. Renormalization and one-loop counterterms

In chapter 8 we gave an explicit exposition of the renormalization pro-
gramme in quantum electrodynamics at the one-loop level. Here we perform
the analogous exercise for the case of a nonabelian gauge theory associated
with some group G and coupled to fermions in some (irreducible) represen-
tation of this group. Because the total number of fermions turns out to have
important consequences for the result of our calculation, we allow an arbitrary
number Nf of identical fermion multiplets. As we assume that all fermions
have the same mass, this will not complicate the calculation in view of the fact
that their interaction with the nonabelian gauge fields is uniquely determined
by the properties of the representation.

For a renormalizable theory, the ultraviolet divergences that one encounters
in the calculation of the various Feynman diagrams can consistently be ab-
sorbed into the various quantities that occur in the original Lagrangian, order
by order in perturbation theory. In the theory at hand, these quantities are
the gauge fields W a

µ , the ghost and antighost fields ca and ba, and the fermion
fields ψ; furthermore there are the gauge-coupling constant g, the fermion
mass m and the gauge-fixing parameter λ. Following (9.45) we scale all these
quantities by renormalization factors according to

W a
µ →

√
ZW W a

µ , ψ →
√
Zψ ψ , ca →

√
Zc c

a , ba →
√
Zb b

a ,

g → Zg g , m→ Zmm, λ→ Zλ λ . (14.10)

In tree approximation each of the renormalization factors is equal to unity;
the higher-order terms are usually infinite and generate precisely those infinite
terms required to render the theory finite. These infinite terms are the so-
called counterterms. They follow from substituting the redefinitions (14.10)
into the Lagrangian,

L → L+ Lc.t. . (14.11)
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Here we should already emphasize that there is no a priori reason why the
counterterms are generated by multiplicative factors. In general there are ad-
ditive renormalizations as well, but in this case they can be avoided. We divide
the counterterms into three different terms

Lc.t. = Lc.t.
1 + Lc.t.

2 + Lc.t.
3 , (14.12)

where

Lc.t.
1 = − 1

4 (ZW − 1)(∂µW
a
ν − ∂νW a

µ )2 − 1
2λ

2(Z 2
λ ZW − 1)

(
∂µW a

µ

)2

+ g(Zg Z
3/2
W − 1) fabcW

a
µ W

b
ν ∂

µW c ν

− 1
4g

2(Z 2
g Z

2
W − 1) fabcfadeW

b
µW

dµW c
ν W

e ν ,

Lc.t.
2 = −(Zp − 1) ψ̄/∂ψ −m (Zm Zp − 1) ψ̄ψ

+ g (Zg ZpZ
1/2
W − 1)W a

µ ψ̄γ
µtaψ ,

Lc.t.
3 = −iλ (Zλ Z

1/2
b Z1/2

c − 1) (∂µba) (∂µc
a)

− iλg (Zg Zλ Z
1/2
W Z

1/2
b Z1/2

c − 1) fabcW
a
µ (∂µbb) cc .

(14.13)

The reader may easily verify that we have generated nine different countert-
erms in this way, while on the other hand we have only seven independent
constants to adjust (actually, there is some arbitrariness in the choice of Zb
and Zc, as only the product of these constants appears). Therefore, in order
that the theory be renormalizable, it is important that a number of conditions
between the infinities are satisfied.

The infinite terms (in one-loop approximation) will be evaluated in the
subsequent sections. Here, following our exposition in chapter 8, we will sim-
ply summarize the result of these laborious calculations. In section 14.3 we
calculate the divergences induced by loops that contain fermion lines. We dis-
tinquish diagrams with only external gauge fields and a closed fermion loop,
and the diagrams with two external fermion lines and none or one gauge field
(all other diagrams do not give rise to divergences). The diagrams with only
external gauge fields are obviously proportional to the number of fermion rep-
resentations. There are diagrams with two, three or four external gauge fields.
In order to cancel the corresponding divergences we must add the following
terms to the Lagrangian,

∆L = Nf C2(R) dimR
dimG

g2µε

6π2

1

ε

{
− 1

4 (∂µW
a
ν − ∂νW a

µ )2

+ g fabcW
a
µ W

b
ν ∂

µW c ν − 1
4g

2 fabcfadeW
b
µW

dµW c
ν W

e ν
}
. (14.14)
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The divergent contributions from graphs with external fermion lines are can-
celled by the addition of the following terms,

∆L =
g2 µε

8π2

1

ε

{
− C2(R)λ−2 ψ̄/∂ψ −mC2(R) (3 + λ−2) ψ̄ψ

+ g
[
C2(R)λ−2 + 1

4C2(G)
(
3 + λ−2

)]
W a
µ ψ̄γ

µtaψ
}
. (14.15)

To these contributions we have to add the divergences from diagrams without
any fermion lines. These are harder to calculate and discussed in sections
14.4 and 14.5. Their divergences are cancelled by the contributions from the
following terms,

∆L = −C2(G)
g2µε

96π2

1

ε

{
− 1

4 (26− 6λ−2) (∂µW
a
ν − ∂νW a

µ )2

+ g (17− 9λ−2) fabcW
a
µ W

b
ν ∂

µW c ν

− 1
4g

2 (8− 12λ−2) fabcfadeW
b
µW

dµW c
ν W

e ν
}
.

(14.16)

Finally we have the divergences coming from the ghost graphs, which are
cancelled by

∆L = C2(G)
g2µε

32π2

1

ε

{
− iλ (3− λ−2) (∂µba) (∂µc

a)

+ 2iλ−1g fabcW
b
µ (∂µba) cc

}
. (14.17)

As it turns out, the combined result from (14.14- 14.17) can be cast in the
form (14.13), which confirms that the theory is renormalizable. The renormal-
ization constants defined by (14.10) are then easily extracted and are given
by

ZW =1 +
g2 µε

6π2

1

ε

{
Nf C2(R) dimR

dimG − 1
8C2(G) (13− 3λ−2)

}
+ O(g4) ,

Zλ =1− g2 µε

12π2

1

ε

{
Nf C2(R) dimR

dimG − 1
8C2(G) (13− 3λ−2)

}
+ O(g4) ,

Zψ =1 +
g2 µε

8π2

1

ε
C2(R)λ−2 + O(g4) ,

Zm =1 +
3 g2 µε

8π2

1

ε
C2(R) + O(g4) ,

Zg =1− g2 µε

12π2

1

ε

{
Nf C2(R) dimR

dimG − 11
4 C2(G)

}
+ O(g4) ,

√
ZbZc =1 +

g2 µε

12π2

1

ε

{
Nf C2(R) dimR

dimG − 1
4C2(G) (11− 3λ−2)

}
+ O(g4) .
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(14.18)

Observe that the renormalization factors associated with the mass and the
coupling constant are independent of the gauge parameter λ. Furthermore this
result agrees with that of quantum electrodynamics (cf. 9.47) in the abelian
limit: G2(G) = 0 and Nf = C2(R) = 1.

14.3. One-loop divergent graphs; fermions

In this section we consider all one-loop diagrams with fermions that give rise
to ultraviolet divergences. Subsequently, in the next two sections, we turn to
the diagrams without fermions, which are more difficult to evaluate. The first
set of graphs that we consider here are those with a closed fermion loop. They
are the only divergent one-loop diagrams that are proportional to the number
of fermion representations Nf , as one can easily verify. Therefore they form
an independent subclass of diagrams whose contributions to the counterterms
should separately satisfy the restrictions imposed by renormalizability. There
are three different types of graphs, depending on whether two, three or four
external gauge fields are attached. These diagrams, shown in fig 14.1, are
called vacuum polarization, triangle and box diagrams, for obvious reasons.
Diagrams with more than four gauge fields attached to the fermion loop are
finite and will thus be ignored. We should stress here that the gauge fields
interact with the fermions through a vector interaction with the fermions. It
is possible to incorporate also axial-vector couplings, but there is a number of
subtleties in that case. We shall discuss these matters in due course. Here we
note that we will still be able to make use of some of these calculations when
discussing chiral couplings (combinations of vector and axial vector couplings),
albeit that some caution is required.

The second set of one-loop divergent graphs with fermions have external
fermion lines. As shown in fig 14.2 these are the fermion self-energy diagram
and two types of vertex diagrams.

Before turning to the actual calculation we digress for a moment and turn
to a brief discussion of the various infinite momentum integrals that we are
about to encounter in this section as well as in the next one. Let us list the
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relevant integrals,
∫

dnq

i(2π)n
1(

q2 +m2
)(

(q − p)2 +m2
) = − µε

8π2

1

ε
(14.19)

+ finite terms ,
∫

dnq

i(2π)n
qµ(

q2 +m2
)(

(q − p)2 +m2
) = − µε

16π2

1

ε
pµ (14.20)

+ finite terms ,
∫

dnq

i(2π)n
qµqν(

q2 +m2
)(

(q − p)2 +m2
)(

(q + k)2 +m2
) = (14.21)

− µε

32π2

1

ε
ηµν + finite terms ,

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
qµqνqρ(

q2 +m2
)(

(q − p)2 +m2
)(

(q + k)2 +m2
) = (14.22)

− µε

96π2

1

ε

(
ηµν(p− k)ρ + ηνρ(p− k)µ + ηρµ(p− k)ν

)
+ finite terms ,

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
qµqνqρqσ(
q2 +m2

)
4

= − µε

192π2

1

ε

(
ηµν ηρσ + ηµρ ησν + ηµσ ηνρ

)
(14.23)

+ finite terms .

The derivation of the above results follows a uniform pattern. To extract the
infinite terms one makes a Taylor expansion in the external momenta. At
sufficiently high order in these momenta, the integrals are finite and can be
ignored. One then evaluates the infinite terms by exploiting the symmetry of
the integrand, making suitable shifts in the integration variable. Needless to
say these integrals can all be evaluated explicitly, including the finite terms, as
we have demonstrated for certain integrals in chapter 9. The reader is advised
to consult also appendix F where we listed a number of relevant n-dimensional
integrals.

The first integral (14.19) was evaluated explicitly in section 9.3 (cf. 9.26).
To obtain the result (14.20) we shift the integration variable q to q + 1

2p, so
that the numerator becomes qµ + 1

2pµ. As the denominator is now symmetric
under q → −q, one may drop the qµ in the numerator. The result is therefore
equal to 1

2pµ times the integral (14.19) and this leads to the result quoted in
(14.20). Expanding the third integral in terms of p and k, it turns out that
the terms of higher order in these momenta are finite. To obtain the infinite
terms, one may thus evaluate the integral directly for p = k = 0. This is
done by symmetric integration, or, alternatively, one uses Lorentz invariance
to argue that the integral must be proportional to ηµν ; this allows one to
replace qµqν in the numerator by n−1 q2ηµν . Subsequently one changes the
term q2 by (q2 +m2), which only changes the integral by a finite amount, to
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cancel a (q2 + m2) term in the denominator. Hence the infinite part of the
first integral is equal to n−1ηµν times the infinite part of the integral (14.19).
Substituting n = 4 in the residue of the 1/ε pole, the result (14.21) follows.

The derivation of the fourth integral follows the same steps but is a lit-
tle more involved. Here the integral vanishes for p = k = 0, because the
integral is then odd in q. Taylor expanding in p and k shows that only the
terms linear in these momenta are infinite. From the symmetry in µ, ν, ρ and
Lorentz invariance it then follows that the infinite part must be proportional
to
(
ηµν Pρ + ηνρ Pµ + ηρµ Pν

)
, where P is some linear combination of p and k.

As the integral changes sign under the interchange of p↔ k, the momentum P
must be proportional to p−k (to see this one must simultaneously change the
integration momentum q into −q). Having determined the tensorial structure,
it remains to determine the infinite constant that multiplies it. This is done
by contracting the integral with ηµν . The tensor on the right-hand side then
yields (n+ 2) (p− k)ρ, while the numerator of the integrand on the left-hand
side becomes equal to q2 qρ. Now replace again q2 by (q2 +m2), which only
changes the integral by a finite amount, to cancel the factor (q2 +m2) in the
denominator. The result is then an integral of type (14.19) and (14.20) upon
an appropriate shift of the integration momentum. Substituting the result
given in (14.20) and substituting n = 4 in the residue of the 1/ε term gives
the result quoted in (14.22).

Finally, the result for the integral (14.23) follows from Lorentz invariance
and the symmetry in µ, ν, ρ and σ, from which one deduces that the tensorial
structure of the integral must take the form indicated in (14.23). The infinite
proportionality constant is then determined by contracting the integral by
ηµν ηρσ , which leads to a factor q4 in the numerator of the integrand, which
can be modified by adding m2 terms to cancel against similar terms in the
denominator. Again this modification introduces only finite terms. On the
right-hand side the contraction leads to a factor n(n + 2). Comparing this
result with the integral (14.19) then gives the above result after substituting
n = 4 in the residue of the 1/ε pole.

We are now fully equiped to extract the ultraviolet divergences, first from
the diagrams with a fermionic closed loop, and subsequently from diagrams
with external fermion lines. Fortunately, some of the diagrams were already
calculated in chapter 9 for the abelian case and the results were listed in (9.31-
9.33). For these diagrams only minor changes are required and the result can
be written down without much work.

(a) Vacuum polarization diagram
This diagram is the same as the diagram calculated in chapter 9 except that
the coupling of the gauge field to the fermions is not equal to −ieγµ, but to
g taγµ. Therefore in the expression for the vacuum polarization diagram (cf.
9.31) a factor −e2 is to be replaced by g2 Tr (ta tb). Furthermore there will
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be a factor Nf because we have to sum over the contributions of the various
fermion multiplets. Hence we obtain

Πa
µ
b
ν(k

2) = −Nf C2(R) dimR
dimG

g2µε

6π2

1

ε
δab
(
k2ηµν − kµkν

)
. (14.24)

The divergent term is cancelled by the contribution of the first term in the
counterterm Lagrangian (14.14).

pc,ρ

pb,ν

q q + pa + pb

q − pd

pa,µ

pd,σ

q + pa

k

pa,µ

pc,ρ

q + pa

pb,ν

q − pc

q

(a) (b)

(c)

Figure 14.1: The divergent diagrams with one closed fermion loop: the vacuum
polarization diagram (a), the triangle diagram (b) and the box diagram (c).

(b) Triangle diagrams
As shown in fig 14.1 there is a divergent diagram with three gauge fields
attached to the fermion loop. At first sight one may think that this diagram
will also appear in the abelian theory. Strictly speaking this is indeed so, but
one should be aware of the fact that there are in fact two different diagrams,
depending on the order in which the gauge-field lines have been attached to
the fermion line. In the abelian case these two diagrams cancel exactly (at
least for pure vector coupling). This is a consequence of charge-conjugation
invariance: according to Furry’s theorem fermion loops with an odd number
of abelian gauge fields attached in all possible ways cancel (see problem 8.1).
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Let us now consider the triangle graph with three gauge fields carry-
ing group indices a, b, c, polarization indices µ, ν, ρ and incoming momenta
pa, pb, pc, respectively; they are attached in this order to a closed fermion line
(when following the orientation of the fermion line). The expression corre-
sponding to this diagram is

T aµ
b
ν
c
ρ(p

a, pb, pc) = −Nf g3 Tr (tc tb ta)

∫
dnq

i(2π)n

× Tr
[(
− i /q +m

)
γρ
(
− i(/q − /pc) +m

)
γν
(
− i(/q + /pa) +m

)
γµ
]

(
q2 +m2

)(
(q − pc)2 +m2

)(
(q + pa)2 +m2

) .

(14.25)

Note that we have included a minus sign for the closed fermion loop and
divided by a factor i(2π)n in order to compare to the lowest-order vertex (cf.
9.29).

The divergent terms in (14.25) come from the terms in the numerator pro-
portional to q3 or q2. The term proportional to mq2 is proportional to the
trace over an odd number of gamma matrices, which vanishes. Hence the
relevant part of the trace in the numerator is

i Tr
[
/qγρ/qγν/qγµ − /pcγν /qγµ/qγρ + /paγµ/qγρ/qγν

]
. (14.26)

At this point one may use the expressions for the divergent integrals (14.21)
and (14.22) and then evaluate the spinor trace. However, we find it more
convenient to first perform the trace and then use the expressions for the
integrals; here the reader should realize that the trace can be directly evaluated
in n = 4 dimensions, as we are only interested in the residue of the 1/ε pole
term. Before evaluating the trace, we may use the relation

/qγµ/q = −q2 γµ + 2qµ /q (14.27)

to reduce the number of gamma matrices inside the trace. One is then left
with a trace over four or two gamma matrices, which is easily computed (cf.
appendix E.4 or 9.4). A few lines of calculation show that (14.26) is equal to

4i
{
ηµν [q

2(pa + pc − q)ρ − 2q · paqρ] + ηνρ[−q2(pa + pc + q)µ + 2q · pcqµ]

+ ηρµ q
2(−pa + pc − q)ν + 4qµqνqρ + 2qµqρ(p

a − pc)ν
− 2qµqνp

c
ρ + 2qνqρp

a
µ

}
.

(14.28)
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Using the expressions for the divergent integrals (14.19- 14.22), this leads to

T aµ
b
ν
c
ρ(p

a, pb, pc) = −iNf Tr (tc tb ta)
µε g3

6π2

1

ε

×
{
ηµν(p

c + 2pa)ρ − ηνρ (pa + 2pc)µ − ηρµ(pa − pc)ν
}
. (14.29)

By virtue of momentum conservation, pa + pb + pc = 0, the last factor can
be written in a more symmetric form: −{ηµν(pb − pa)ρ + ηνρ (pc − pb)µ +
ηρµ(p

a− pc)ν}. When combining the two possible diagrams, corresponding to
inequivalent attachments of the gauge fields to the fermion loop, this term
remains as an overall factor while there will an additional term in the trace,
which becomes Tr (tctbta− tbtcta). Using (14.27) we then obtain the following
result for the divergent gauge-field coupling induced by a fermion loop,

∑

diagrams

T aµ
b
ν
c
ρ(p

a, pb, pc) = iNf C2(R) dimR
dimG fabc

µε g3

6π2

1

ε

×
{
ηµν(p

b − pa)ρ + ηνρ (pc − pb)µ + ηρµ(p
a − pc)ν

}
. (14.30)

Clearly, for an abelian theory this result vanishes in accord with Furry’s the-
orem. Note that the infinite part is proportional to the lowest-order cubic
gauge-field coupling, which is an obvious requirement for a renormalizable
theory. This infinite term is cancelled by the contribution from the second
term in the counterterm Lagrangian (14.14).

(c) Box diagrams
The box diagrams of a closed fermion line with four gauge fields attached with
indices µ, ν, ρ, σ and a, b, c, d, respectively, in an order that coincides with the
orientation of the fermion line, corresponds to the expression

Baµ
b
ν
c
ρ
d
σ(p

a, pb, pc, pd) = −Nf g4 Tr (td tc tb ta)

∫
dnq

i(2π)n

×Tr
[(
/q − im

)
γσ
(
/q − /pd − im

)
γρ
(
/q + /pa + /pb − im

)
γν
(
/q + /pa − im

)
γµ
]

(
q2 +m2

)(
(q − pd)2 +m2

)(
(q + pa + pb)2 +m2

)(
(q + pa)2 +m2

) .

(14.31)

Again we included a minus sign for the closed fermion loop and a factor Nf

for the sum over fermion representations, and we divided by the usual factor
i(2π)4.

The divergent terms originate from the q4 terms in the numerator so that
the relevant part of the trace is

Tr
[
/qγσ/qγρ/qγν /qγµ

]
. (14.32)
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Also the external momenta in the denominator may be suppressed when cal-
culating the divergent terms. Using again (14.27) to reduce the number of
gamma matrices we find,

4
{
q4[ηµν ηρσ + ηµσ ηνρ − ηµρ ηνσ ]

− 2q2[ηµν qρqσ + ηµσ qνqρ + ηνρ qµqσ + ηρσ qµqν ] + 8qµqνqρqσ

}
.

(14.33)

Substituting the results for the divergent integrals (14.19 - 14.23) this leads
to

Baµ
b
ν
c
ρ
d
σ(p

a, pb, pc, pd) =

Nf
µε g4

6π2

1

ε
Tr (td tc tb ta)

{
ηµν ηρσ + ηµσ ηνρ − 2ηµρ ηνσ

}
. (14.34)

This result must now be combined with that of five other diagrams where the
gauge fields have been attached in an inequivalent order to the fermion loop.
As the external momenta have been suppressed, this amounts to taking the
linear combination

Baµ
b
ν
c
ρ
d
σ +Baµ

b
ν
d
σ
c
ρ + Baµ

c
ρ
b
ν
d
σ +Baµ

c
ρ
d
σ
b
ν +Baµ

d
σ
c
ρ
b
ν +Baµ

d
σ
b
ν
c
ρ . (14.35)

The result then becomes proportional to traces of products of two commuta-
tors. Summing all contributions and using the last result in (14.8) yields

∑

diagrams

Baµ
b
ν
c
ρ
d
σ(p

a, pb, pc, pd) = Nf C2(R) dimR
dimG

µε g4

6π2

1

ε

×
{
ηµν ηρσ (face fbde + fade fbce) + ηµσ ηνρ (fabe fdce + face fdbe)

+ ηµρ ηνσ (fabe fcde + fade fcbe)
}
. (14.36)

Clearly this result vanishes for abelian theories, as we know from quantum
electrodynamics (cf. problem 9.2). The above ultraviolet divergence is just
proportional to the lowest-order quartic gauge-field vertex, which makes it
consistent with renormalizability. It cancels against the contribution from the
last term in the counterterm Lagrangian (14.14). (9.32)

(d) Self-energy diagrams
These diagrams are the same as the diagram calculated in chapter 9, except
that the gauge field couples to the vertex with a factor g ta γµ rather than
with −ieγµ; furthermore one must sum over the contributions of the various
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Figure 14.2: The divergent diagrams with external fermion lines: the self-
energy diagram (d) and the vertex diagrams (e.1) and (e.2)

gauge fields. Consequently the factor e2 must be replaced by C2(R) times the
unit matrix (cf. 14.3). From comparison with the results quoted in (9.32) we
thus obtain straightforwardly

Σ(p) = −C2(R)
g2 µε

8π2

1

ε

(
m(3 + λ−2) + i/pλ−2

)
, (14.37)

for each fermion. Observe that we do not indicate the group-representation in-
dices of the fermions; (14.37) is thus proportional to the identity matrix in the
corresponding space. The divergence is precisely cancelled by the contribution
from the first term in the counterterm Lagrangian (14.15).

(e) Vertex diagrams with external fermions
There are two types of diagrams, indicated by (e.1) and (e.2) in fig 14.2. The
first one is known from quantum electrodynamics and was already calculated
in chapter 9. We take the result as quoted in (8.36) after replacing ie3 by
g3 tb ta tb,

[
Λaµ(p

′, p)
]
(1)

= −
(
C2(R)− 1

2C2(G)
)
λ−2 g

3 µε

8π2

1

ε
γµ ta , (14.38)

where we used the second line of (14.8).
The second graph (e.2) is not present for the abelian theory and involves the

cubic gauge-field vertex. Before writing down the corresponding expression, let
us first consider a useful intermediate result, which will also be convenient for
the calculations in subsequent sections. Consider a cubic gauge-field vertex,
where a gauge field with incoming momentum Q and indices µ, a couples to
two gauge fields with incoming momenta q− 1

2Q and −q− 1
2Q, and indices ν, b

and ρ, c, respectively. To each of the latter two gauge fields we have connected
a propagator (cf. fig 14.3). The expression corresponding to this diagram will
be written as (we ignore factors i(2π)4)

ig fabc
1

(q − 1
2Q)2 (q + 1

2Q)2
Vµνρ(Q, q − 1

2Q,−q − 1
2Q) , (14.39)
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where

Vµνρ(Q, q − 1
2Q,−q − 1

2Q) = ηµρ (q + 3
2Q)ν + ηµν (q − 3

2Q)ρ − 2ηνρ qµ

− (1− λ−2)(q − 1
2Q)ν

(q − 1
2Q)2

[
ηµρ

(
(q + 1

2Q)2 −Q2
)
−

(q + 1
2Q)µ(q + 1

2Q)ρ +QµQρ

]

− (1− λ−2)(q + 1
2Q)ρ

(q + 1
2Q)2

[
ηµν

(
(q − 1

2Q)2 −Q2
)
−

(q − 1
2Q)µ(q − 1

2Q)ν +QµQν

]

−
(
1− λ−2

)2
(q − 1

2Q)ν(q + 1
2Q)ρ

(q − 1
2Q)2(q + 1

2Q)2

[
qµQ

2 −Qµ q ·Q
]
.

It is now relatively easy to write down the expression for the vertex diagram
(e.2),

[
Λaµ(p

′, p)
]
(2)

=

ig3

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
fabc tb tc γ

ν
(
− i/q − 1

2 i(/p+ /p′) +m
)
γρ

((q + 1
2 (p+ p′))2 +m2)(q − 1

2Q)2(q + 1
2Q)2

× Vµνρ(Q, q − 1
2Q,−q − 1

2Q) (14.40)

where Q = p′ − p is the incoming gauge-field momentum and p and p′ are
the momenta of the incoming and outgoing fermion, respectively. The gauge-
group factor can be rewritten using the first result in (14.8). As the integral
is only logarithmically divergent, one can ignore the external momenta in the
numerator. This yields

[
Λaµ(p

′, p)
]
(2)

=

1
2g

3 C2(G) ta

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
γν /qγρ

((q + 1
2 (p+ p′))2 +m2)(q − 1

2Q)2(q + 1
2Q)2

×
{
ηµρ qν + ηµν qρ − 2ηνρ qµ − (1− λ−2)

[ηµρ qν q2 − qµqνqρ
(q − 1

2Q)2

+
ηµν qρ q

2 − qµqνqρ
(q + 1

2Q)2

]}
+ finite terms,

(14.41)

where we used again (14.8); the terms proportional to (1 − λ−2)2 were su-
pressed as they give rise to finite contributions. Writing out the various terms
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in the above expressions, changing q2 terms in the denominator by (q± 1
2Q)2,

whenever possible, to cancel them against similar factors in the denomina-
tor, one is left with integrals of the type discussed before. A straightforward
evaluation then shows that

[
Λaµ(p

′, p)
]
(2)

= − 3
4C2(G) (1 + λ−2)

g3 µε

8π2

1

ε
γµ ta . (14.42)

The combined contribution to the fermion vertex diagram is thus

Λaµ(p
′, p) = −

{
C2(R)λ−2 + 1

4C2(G)
(
3 + λ−2

)} g3 µε

8π2

1

ε
γµ ta . (14.43)

This divergence is cancelled by the contribution from the second term in the
counterterm Lagrangian (14.15).

We should point out that there is a subtlety with the vertex diagrams. As
we already discussed extensively in chapter 8, these diagrams are also infrared
divergent. Those divergences only manifest themselves when the fermion mo-
menta approach the mass shell and the momentum transfer Q2 tends to zero.
Hence one must be careful in taking certain limits when extracting the ultravi-
olet divergent terms and not drop the dependence on the external momenta in
the propagators too early. In the expressions derived for the divergent integrals
(cf. 14.19 - 14.23) this problem does not arise when the masses in the denom-
inators are nonvanishing. Nevertheless, we may still apply these expressions
for zero mass, as long as we avoid putting the external lines on shell. These
subtleties are important in quantum chromodynamics. In the next section we
will discuss the infrared divergences in a little more detail.

Q

q +
1

2
Q

q − 1

2
Q

Figure 14.3: A cubic gauge-field vertex with two propagators attached, as
described in the text.
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14.4. Vacuum polarization; ultraviolet versus infrared diver-
gences

The evaluation of the one-loop graphs for the pure gauge theory, which
consists only of gauge and ghost fields, is considerably more complicated than
that of the diagrams considered in the previous section. Nevertheless, in or-
der to establish the renormalization of the theory at the one-loop level, it is
necessary to compute them all. This will give us ample opportunity to exhibit
all the intricacies of diagrams that involve gauge fields.

In principle we will be interested in the ultraviolet divergences. However,
in this section we present a detailed treatment of the full one-loop vacuum
polarization for the gauge fields, in order to exhibit the subtleties that one
encounters in diagrams that are both ultraviolet and infrared divergent. The
presence of the latter is caused by the fact that gauge and ghost fields are
massless (at least in covariant gauges without spontaneous symmetry break-
ing). The relative simplicity of the vacuum-polarization diagrams is such that
we can explicitly demonstrate their most salient features. Some of this ma-
terial will again be relevant in the next chapter on perturbative quantum
chromodynamics. In the following section we turn to the diagrams with three
or four external gauge or ghost fields. There we restrict ourselves to the ultra-
violet divergent part, without paying attention to infrared divergent or finite
parts.

The diagrams that contribute to the vacuum polarization are of three kinds,
as is shown in Fig. 14.4. We first concentrate on diagram (a.1), which involves
two three-point indices for the gauge fields. The Feynman rules given in section
13.5 yield the following expression

[
Πa
µ
b
ν(k)

]
(1)

= 1
2g

2 facd fbcd

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

(q − 1
2k)

2(q + 1
2k)

2

[
ηµσ(−q − 3

2k)ρ

+ ηµρ(−q + 3
2k)σ + 2ηρσqµ

]
Vν
ρσ(k, q − 1

2k,−q − 1
2k) , (14.44)

where here and elsewhere in this section we include the standard normaliza-
tion factor [−i(2π)4]−1 (cf. (2.64)). Here the indices c, d and ρ, σ refer to the
internal gauge-field lines. Note the factor 1/2, which is required to avoid over-
counting of the diagrams, as all possible ways of connecting to the vertices
are already included in the definition of the three-point vertex. Substituting
the expression for Vν

ρσ , a straightforward but somewhat lengthy calculation
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gives

[
Πa
µ
b
ν(k)

]
(1)

= − 1
2g

2 C2(G) δab

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

(q − 1
2k)

2(q + 1
2k)

2

×
{(

9
2k

2 + 2q2
)
ηµν + (4n− 6)qµqν − 9

2kµkν − (1− λ−2) kµkν

+
1− λ−2

(q − 1
2k)

2

[
−
(
k2 − (q + 1

2k)
2
)2
ηµν +

(
(q + 1

2k)
2 − 2k2

)
qµqν

+
(
(q + 1

2k)
2 − 1

2k
2
)
(qµkν + kµqν)

+
(
k2 − 5

4 (q + 1
2k)

2
)
kµkν

]

+
1− λ−2

(q + 1
2k)

2

[
−
(
k2 − (q − 1

2k)
2
)2
ηµν +

(
(q − 1

2k)
2 − 2k2

)
qµqν

−
(
(q − 1

2k)
2 − 1

2k
2
)
(qµkν + kµqν)

+
(
k2 − 5

4 (q − 1
2k)

2
)
kµkν

]

+

(
1− λ−2

)2

(q − 1
2k)

2(q + 1
2k)

2

[
k4qµqν − k2q · k (qµkν + kµqν)

+ (q · k)2kµkν
]}

,

(14.45)

To simplify this expression we first collect all terms with an explicit factor (q±
1
2k)

2 in the numerators, cancel them against similar terms in the denominator,
and shift the integration momentum q to q ∓ 1

2k. We also bring the terms
over a common denominator whenever necessary to make the denominators
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symmetric under k → −k. The result of this is

[
Πa
µ
b
ν(k)

]
(1)

=

− g2 C2(G) δab

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

(q − 1
2k)

2(q + 1
2k)

2

×
{(

9
4k

2 + q2
)
ηµν + (2n− 3)qµqν − 9

4kµkν − 1
2 (1− λ−2) kµkν

}

− g2 C2(G) δab

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

(q − 1
2k)

4(q + 1
2k)

4

×
{

(1− λ−2) k2
[
− k2(q2 + 1

4k
2) ηµν − 2(q2 + 1

4k
2) qµqν

− 1
2q · k (qµkν + kµqν) + (q2 + 1

4k
2) kµkν

]

+ 1
2

(
1− λ−2

)
2
[
k4qµqν − k2q · k (qµkν + kµqν) + (q · k)2kµkν

]}

− g2 C2(G) δab

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1− λ−2

q4

{
(k2 − q2) ηµν + qµqν

}
.

(14.46)

Before we further evaluate the above expression, let us turn to the other two

Figure 14.4: The vacuum polarization diagrams for the gauge fields.

diagrams (a.2) and (a.3). The diagrams (a.2) follow directly from the four-
point vertex. Again, we divide by a factor 2 to avoid overcounting. The result
reads

[
Πa
µ
b
ν(k)

]
(2)

=

g2 facd fbcd

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
[
ηµν ηρσ − ηµρ ηνσ

] 1

q2

[
ηρσ − (1− λ−2)

qρqσ

q2

]

=g2C2(G) δab

∫
dnq

i(2π)n

{n− 1

q2
ηµν −

1− λ2

q4
(ηµν q

2 − qµqν)
}
,

(14.47)
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The third diagram (a.3) gives rise to

[
Πa
µ
b
ν(k)

]
(3)

= −g2 facd fbdc

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
(q + 1

2k)µ(q − 1
2k)ν

(q − 1
2k)

2(q + 1
2k)

2

= g2 C2(G) δab

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
qµqν − 1

4kµkν

(q − 1
2k)

2(q + 1
2k)

2

(14.48)

where we included a minus sign for the closed ghost loop and the proper
normalization factor. In the last line we dropped the terms in the numerator
that are odd in q.

Combining the expressions for the three diagrams gives

Πa
µ
b
ν(k) = −g2C2(G) δab

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

(q − 1
2k)

2(q + 1
2k)

2

×
{
(n− 2)

[
− (q2 + 1

4k
2) ηµν + 2qµqν

]
+ 2(k2ηµν − kµkν)

}

− g2 C2(G) δab (1− λ−2)

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

(q − 1
2k)

4(q + 1
2k)

4

×
{
− k2(2q2 + k2) qµqν +

[
1
2 (q2 + 1

4k
2)2 + (k · q)2

]
k2 ηµν

+
[

1
2 (q2 + 1

4k
2)2 − k2(q2 + 1

4k
2)
](
k2ηµν − kµkν

)

+ 1
2

(
2− λ−2

)[
k4qµqν − k2q · k (qµkν + kµqν)

+ (q · k)2kµkν
]}

.

(14.49)

In order to extract a common denominator, we shifted the integration mo-
mentum in the terms proportional to q−2 and q−4 and multiplied numerators
and denominators with the same factors.

For large q the integrand in the above expression behaves as q−2 and lower
powers of q, so that we are dealing with quadratic, linear and logarithmic
ultraviolet divergences. In addition there are infrared divergent contributions,
associated with q = ± 1

2k. In principle we could ignore all this and just calcu-
late the integral in n dimensions, encountering 1/ε pole terms associated with
these divergences. However, in this way we would not be able to distinguish
between ultraviolet and infrared divergences. This could be troublesome as the
prescriptions for dealing with the two types of divergences are rather different.
The ultraviolet divergences are removed by renormalization, as we explained
in previous chapters. In contrast, infrared divergences are usually expected to
vanish at the end of the calculation when computing physical results, such
as cross sections. We demonstrated this already in section 4.6 and 9.6 in the
context of quantum electrodynamics. Nethertheless the infrared divergences
are encountered at an intermediate level, such as in the expression (14.49).
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The first integral contains terms proportional to
[
(q+ 1

2k)
2(q− 1

2k)
2
]−1

, which
generically give rise to a logarithmic divergence at k2 = 0; the second integral
contains higher powers of (q ± 1

2k)
−2, which may give rise to infrared diver-

gences that are independent of the value of k2. All these divergences must
be treated in a consistent fashion. This is notoriously difficult for nonabelian
gauge theories. The simplest method is to introduce a small cut-off mass, as
we did in chapter 9 for quantum electrodynamics. However, in that case the
presence of the photon mass only causes minor violations of gauge invariance
and does not affect the renormalizability of the theory. In the nonabelian
gauge theories, where the gauge fields are self-interacting, the effect of the
cut-off mass is much more severe. As mentioned above, dimensional regular-
ization can also be employed for dealing with infrared divergences, but unlike
for ultraviolet divergences the 1/ε poles are not cancelled at an intermediate
level by some sort of renormalization scheme and one has to keep these terms
until the end. If one knows that the quantity one is calculating is free of in-
frared divergences, then one could of course suppress all such divergences at
intermediate levels of the calculation. There exists such a subtraction scheme,
similar to minimal subtraction in the context of dimensional regularization,
which can be used for this purpose. We will not discuss it here and refer the
reader to the original literature.

Before proceeding we want to present some typical integrals. First we recall
from section 9.3 that one can show by standard methods that

∫
dnq

(q2)α
= 0 , unless 2α = n. (14.50)

The question that arises is how to evaluate the integral over q−4. Clearly this
integral has both an ultraviolet as well as an infrared divergence. As the inte-
grand behaves as qn−5 for large (Euclidean) momenta, analytic continuation
to dimensions n > 4 leads to and integral that is infrared but not ultravi-
olet finite, while continuation to n < 4 makes the integral ultraviolet but
not infrared finite. Consequently there is no region in the complex-n plane
for which the integral can be given a well-defined meaning. However, we can
combine dimensional regularization with some other method to separate the
divergences. For instance, let us insert a small mass κ and, by dimensional
regularization, evaluate the integral

∫
dnq

(q2 + κ2)2
= −2iπ2

{1

ε
+ 1

2γE + 1
2 ln

π κ2

µ2
+ O(ε)

}
, (14.51)

which shows the ultraviolet divergence as a 1/ε pole and the infrared diver-
gence as a lnκ term. Alternatively we can introduce an ultraviolet regulariza-
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tion depending on a large cut-off mass Λ,

∫
dnq

q4
Λ2

q2 + Λ2
= 2

∫ 1

0

dx

∫
dnq

xΛ2

(
q2 + Λ2(1− x)

)3 , (14.52)

where we introduced Feynman parameters using (9.27). Performing the n-
dimensional integral gives

iπ2+
1
2 ε Λε

∫ 1

0

dx x (1− x)−1+
1
2 ε , (14.53)

which can be evaluated by means of the standard formula for the Euler beta
function

∫ 1

0

dx xα (1− x)β =
Γ(α + 1) Γ(β + 1)

Γ(α+ β + 2)
≡ B(α+ 1, β + 1) . (14.54)

The result is

∫
dnq

q4
Λ2

q2 + Λ2
= 2iπ2

{1

ε
− 1

2 + 1
2γE + 1

2 ln
πΛ2

µ2
+ O(ε)

}
. (14.55)

The 1/ε pole in (14.55) characterizes the infrared divergence and appears with
opposite sign as compared to the ultraviolet pole in (14.51). Observe that the
infrared pole emerges from the integration over the Feynman parameters. This
is typical for infrared divergences.

When straightforwardly applying dimensional regularization, the 1/ε pole
terms due to the ultraviolet and the infrared divergences cancel, and so do
the finite remainders. However, when extracting the separate ultraviolet and
infrared divergences one must remember to include these integrals appropri-
ately, in spite of the fact that their combined result equals zero.

After this digression we continue the evaluation of the vacuum polarization,
keeping track of what the precise nature is of the various divergences. It is
not difficult to show the expression (14.49) is conserved, i.e. that it vanishes
upon contraction with kµ and/or kν . Here one uses that k · q and q2 + 1

4k
2

are proportional to the difference and the sum, respectively, of the two de-
nominator factors. By partial fractioning the integrand and suitable changes
in the integration momentum one proves the desired result. Alternatively, on
can use (9.39) to evaluate the integrals with two uncontracted momenta in
the numerator. Either way one concludes that (14.49) must take the form

Πa
µ
b
ν(k) = g2 C2(G) δab Π(k2)

(
k2ηµν − kµkν

)
(14.56)

where Π(k2) follows from taking the trace over µ and ν of both sides of the
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equation and using (14.49),

Π(k2) =

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

(q − 1
2k)

2(q + 1
2k)

2

{ (n− 2)2

n− 1

q2 + 1
4k

2

k2
−

3
2n− 1

n− 1

}

− 1− λ−2

n− 1

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

(q − 1
2k)

4(q + 1
2k)

4

×
{

(n− 5
2 )(q2 + 1

4k
2)2 + 1

8k
4 + n(q · k)2 − (n− 1)k2(q2 + 1

4k
2)

+ 1
2

(
2− λ−2

)(
k2q2 − (q · k)2

)}
.

(14.57)

We can further simplify this expression. The first term in the first line can
be dropped, as it can be written as an integral over 1/q2 (up to a term
antisymmetric in q) by shifting integration variables. Then in the first term of
in the second integral (q2+ 1

4k
2)2 can be replaced by (q+ 1

2k)
2 (q− 1

2k)
2+(q·k)2.

Finally, one observes that

n− 4

(q + 1
2k)

2 (q − 1
2k)

2
− 2(q · k)2 − k2(q2 + 1

4k
2)

(q + 1
2k)

4 (q − 1
2k)

4
, (14.58)

which itself does not give rise to infrared divergences associated with q = ± 1
2k,

is a total divergence which can be dropped in the n-dimensional integral.
Making use of this, we obtain the expression

Π(k2) =

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

(q − 1
2k)

2(q + 1
2k)

2

× −2n2 + 5n− 1 + λ−2(2n2 − 8n+ 3)

2(n− 1)

+
1− λ−2

2(n− 1)

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

(q − 1
2k)

4(q + 1
2k)

4

×
{
(q · k)2 − 1

4k
4 −

(
2− λ−2

)(
k2q2 − (q · k)2

)}
.

(14.59)

Only the first integral is ultraviolet divergent. The infrared divergences as-
sociated with q = ± 1

2k are absent in both integrals; in principle the terms
proportional to (q ± 1

2k)
−4 give rise to such divergences, but the numerator

in the second integral of (14.59) vanishes for q = ± 1
2k, thus suppressing this

singular behaviour. Only for k2 = 0 do we encounter infrared divergences in
the form of log k2 terms.
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14.5. One-loop divergent graphs; gauge and ghost fields

After this explicit computation of the gauge-field vacuum polarization, we
turn to an evaluation of the remaining one-loop divergences for the pure gauge
theory. We try to follow the set-up of the previous subsection but concentrate
as quickly as possible on the ultraviolet divergent terms. Therefore we drop
contributions that are finite by power counting. First we give the result for the
gauge-field vacuum polarization and then consider the diagrams with three
and four external gauge fields. Finally we turn to the diagrams with external
ghost lines, which are fortunately relatively easy to compute.

(a) Diagrams with two external gauge fields
These are the diagrams considered in section 14.4 (cf. fig. 14.4). We only have
to extract the ultraviolet divergent part of (14.59), which equals

Πa
µ
b
ν(k) = (13− 3λ−2)C2(G) δab

g2 µε

48π2

1

ε

(
k2ηµν − kµkν

)
. (14.60)

These divergences are cancelled by the contribution from the counterterm
Lagrangian (14.16).

(b) Diagrams with three external gauge fields
The one-loop diagrams with three external gauge-field lines are shown in
fig. 14.5. Let us start by giving the expressions corresponding to each of these
graphs. The diagram (b.1) gives

[
T aµ

b
ν
c
ρ(p

a, pb, pc)
]
(1)

=− ig3 fade fbdf fcef

×
∫

dnq

i(2π)n
Vµ
στ (Q, q − 1

2Q,−q − 1
2Q)

(q − 1
2Q)2(q + 1

2Q)2(q − 1
2P )2

×
{

(−q − 1
2Q+ P )σ ηνλ + (−q +Q− 1

2P )λ ηνσ

+ (2q − 1
2Q− 1

2P )ν ηλσ

}

×
{

(q − 1
2Q− P )τ ηρλ′ + (q +Q+ 1

2P )λ′ ηρτ

+ (−2q − 1
2Q+ 1

2P )ρ ητλ′

}

×
{
ηλλ

′ − (1− λ−2)
(q − 1

2P )λ(q − 1
2P )λ

′

(q − 1
2P )2

}

(14.61)

where the momentum assignments are shown in the diagrams and Q = pa and
P = pb−pc. This diagram does not need any combinatorial factors. It contains
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terms that are linearly and logarithmically divergent. Collecting terms in the
integrand that behave asymptotically as q−3 or q−4 leads to the expression

[
T aµ

b
ν
c
ρ(p

a, pb, pc)
]
(1)

= − 1
2 ig3 C2(G) fabc

×
∫

dnq

i(2π)n
1

(q − 1
2Q)2(q + 1

2Q)2(q − 1
2P )2

×
{

(4− λ−2)
[
6qµqνqρ − 3

2qµqν(P −Q)ρ − 3
2qµqρ(P +Q)ν

]

+ λ−2
[
ηµν qρ q · (P +Q) + ηµρ qν q · (P −Q) + 2ηνρ qµ q · P

]

− λ−2(q − 1
2P )2

[
ηµν(

3
2Pρ − 7

2Qρ) + ηµρ(
3
2Pν + 7

2Qν)− 2ηνρPµ
]}

(14.62)

where we made use of (14.9). For the moment we leave the answer in this
form, as we shall encounter similar expressions in diagram (b.3).

Figure 14.5: The diagrams with three external gauge fields.

The next diagram (b.2) requires a factor 1
2 to avoid overcounting, and has

to be combined eventually with two similar expressions related to different
attachments of the external lines. The expression is

[
T aµ

b
ν
c
ρ(p

a, pb, pc)
]
(2)

= − 1
2 ig3 fade(fbdf fcef + fbcf fdef )

×
∫

dnq

i(2π)n
1

(q − 1
2p
a)2(q + 1

2p
a)2

×
{
Vµνρ(p

a, q − 1
2p
a,−q − 1

2p
a)− Vµρν(pa, q − 1

2p
a,−q − 1

2p
a)
}
.

(14.63)

As we are interested in the ultraviolet contribution, we can suppress those
terms in Vµνρ that behave as 1/q. The linearly divergent terms drop out,
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either by antisymmetry in ν and ρ, or by symmetric integration, and we are
left with (using (14.4) and (14.9))

[
T aµ

b
ν
c
ρ(p

a, pb, pc)
]
(2)

= − 3
2 ig3C2(G) fabc

∫
dnq

i(2π)n

×
{ 3

2

(
ηµρ p

a
ν − ηµν paρ

)

(q − 1
2p
a)2(q + 1

2p
a)2

+
(1− λ−2) q2 qµ

(
qν p

a
ρ − paν qρ

)

(q − 1
2p
a)4(q + 1

2p
a)4

}
. (14.64)

The other two graphs follow by interchanging µ, a with ν, b or ρ, c. As the inte-
gral is only logarithmically divergent we may suppress the external momenta
in the denominator. One then easily combines the three graphs and obtains

∑

diagrams

[
T aµ

b
ν
c
ρ(p

a, pb, pc)
]
(2)

= − 3
2 ig3C2(G) fabc

∫
dnq

i(2π)n

×
{

3
2

ηµρ (pa − pc)ν + ηµν (pb − pa)ρ + ηνρ (pc − pb)µ
q4

+ (1− λ−2)
qµqν (pa − pb)ρ + qµqρ (pc − pa)ν + qνqρ (pb − pc)µ

q6

}
.

(14.65)

Finally we have the diagram (b.3) with the ghost loop. The following expres-
sion corresponds to a particular attachment of external lines, namely the one
where the external lines with group indices a, b, c are attached in this order
to the ghost line, following its orientation.

[
T aµ

b
ν
c
ρ(p

a, pb, pc)
]
(3)

= −ig3 fade fbfd fcef

∫
dnq

i(2π)n

(−q + 1
2Q)µ(−q − 1

2P )ν(−q − 1
2Q)ρ

(q − 1
2Q)2(q + 1

2Q)2(q + 1
2P )2

(14.66)

The expression for the second diagram corresponding to the alternative at-
tachment of external lines follows from interchanging the momenta pb and
pc (so that P → −P ), as well as the indices ν, b and ρ, c. To bring the re-
sulting expression over the same denominator, one changes the integration
momentum q → −q. The combined result of the two diagrams is then

∑

diagrams

[
T aµ

b
ν
c
ρ(p

a, pb, pc)
]
(3)

= − 1
2 ig

3C2(G) fabc

×
∫

dnq

i(2π)n
−2qµqνqρ + 1

2qµqν(P −Q)ρ + 1
2qµqρ(P +Q)ν

(q − 1
2Q)2(q + 1

2Q)2(q − 1
2P )2

, (14.67)
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where we used (14.9). This expression is identical to the first line in (14.62),
so it can readily be combined with the diagram (b.1).

We now use the formulae (14.23 - 14.23) to extract the ultraviolet divergence
in (14.62), (14.65) and (14.67). The combined result for all the graphs of
fig. 14.5 reads

T aµ
b
ν
c
ρ(p

a, pb, pc) = ig3 λ−2)C2(G) fabc
µε

96π2

1

ε

×
{
(pa − pc)ν ηµρ + (pb − pa)ρ ηµν + (pc − pb)µ ηρν

}
. (14.68)

This divergence is cancelled by the second term in the counterterm Lagrangian
(14.16).

(c) Diagrams with four external gauge fields
There are four types of one-loop diagrams with four external gauge fields.
These diagrams are logarithmically divergent and their divergent part can
be extracted conveniently by setting all external momenta to zero. As men-
tioned previously, the integrals are also infrared divergent, but using the re-
sults (14.23 - 14.23) for the divergent integrals, one correctly extracts the
ultraviolet divergences.

With zero external momenta the expressions coresponding to the various
graphs become relatively simple. Let us start with the first diagram of fig. 14.6,

[
Baµ

b
ν
c
ρ
d
σ(0, 0, 0, 0)

]
(1)

=

g4 faef fbge fchg fdfh

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

q8
Vµ
λτ (0, q,−q)Vρτ

′λ′

(0, q,−q)

×
[
qλ′ ηνλ + qλ ηνλ′ − 2qν ηλλ′

] [
qτ ηστ ′ + qτ ′ ηστ − 2qσ ηττ ′

]
.

(14.69)

To this result we must add two similar expressions corresponding to diagrams
with inequivalent attachments of external lines. No combinatoric factors are
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required. Evaluating the expression under the integral one obtains

[
Baµ

b
ν
c
ρ
d
σ(0, 0, 0, 0)

]
(1)

= g4 faef fbge fchg fdfh

∫
dnq

i(2π)n

×
{
λ−4 ηµν ηρσ + ηµσ ηνρ

q4

+ λ−2(4− λ−2)
ηµν qρqσ + ηµσ qνqρ + ηνρ qµqσ + ηρσ qµqν

q6

+ (16(n− 1)− 16λ−2 + 2λ−4)
qµqνqρqσ

q8

}

= −g4 faef fbge fchg fdfh
µε

192π2

1

ε

×
{
(48 + 32λ−2

+ 14λ−4)(ηµν ηρσ + ηµσ ηνρ) + (48− 16λ−2 + 2λ−4) ηµρ ηνσ

}
.

(14.70)

The second diagram (c.2) does not require combinatorial factors either and

Figure 14.6: The diagrams with four external gauge fields.

has to be combined with five similar diagrams corresponding to inequivalent
attachments of external lines.

[
Baµ

b
ν
c
ρ
d
σ(0, 0, 0, 0)

]
(2)

= g4 fahe fbeg

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

q6
Vµ
τλ(0, q,−q)

×
[
qλ ηνλ′ + qλ′ ηνλ − 2qν ηλλ′

] [
ηλ

′τ ′ − (1− λ−2)
qλ

′

qτ
′

q2

]

×
{
ηρσ ηττ ′ (fgck fhdk + fgdk fhck) + ηστ ′ ητρ (fghk fdck + fgck fdhk)

+ ηρτ ′ ηστ (fghk fcdk + fgdk fchk)
}
.

(14.71)

The product of the last line and the terms in front of the integral sign do not
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involve the integration momentum q. They can be written as

g4 fahe fbeg (fgck fhdk + fgdk fhck) (ηρσ ηττ ′ − 1
2ηρτ ηστ ′ − 1

2ηρτ ′ ηστ )

− g4 fahe fbeg (fghk fcdk + 1
2fgck fhdk− 1

2fgdk fhck) (ηρτ ηστ ′ − ηρτ ′ ηστ ) .
(14.72)

It should be noted that the (anti)symmetry in τ and τ ′ is correlated with
the (anti)symmetry in c and d. The factor in front of the second line can be
simplified by using the Jacobi identity (13.2) and (14.9); it becomes equal
to − 3

4g
4 fabe fcdeC2(G). Now we turn to the integrand, which contains the

following combination of terms
∫

dnq

i(2π)n

{
− (4− λ−2)(1− λ−2)

qµqνqτqτ ′

q8

− λ−2 ηµτ qνqτ ′ + 2ηµτ ′ qνqτ + 2ηντ qµqτ ′ + ηντ ′ qµqτ
q6

+ λ−4 ηµν qτqτ ′

q6
+ 4

ηττ ′ qµqν
q6

+ λ−2 ηµτ ηντ ′

q4

}

= − µε

192π2

1

ε

{
(20 + 5λ−2 + 5λ−4) ηµν ηττ ′

− (4− 17λ−2 + λ−4) ηµτ ηντ ′

− (4 + 19λ−2 + λ−4) ηµτ ′ ηντ

}
.

(14.73)

Contracting (14.72) with (14.73) we obtain
[
Baµ

b
ν
c
ρ
d
σ(0, 0, 0, 0)

]
(2)

= −g4 fahe fbeg (fgck fhdk + fgdk fhck)

× µε

192π2

1

ε

(
4 + λ−2 + λ−4

) (
ηµρ ηνσ + ηµσ ηνρ + 13 ηµν ηρσ

)

+ 27λ−2 g4C2(G) fabe fcde
µε

192π2

1

ε
(ηµρ ηνσ − ηµσ ηνρ) .

(14.74)

For diagram (c.3) we first consider the product of the two vertices and
contract over the group indices. For one vertex we take indices aµ, bν for
the external lines and indices fµ′, gν′ for the internal lines; for the second
vertex we choose indices cρ, dσ for the external lines and indices fρ′, gσ′ for
the internal lines. Later we have to include two more graphs with inequiva-
lent attachments of the external lines. The product of the two vertices and
propagators then takes the following form

1
2g

4
{
fafe fbge

(
ηµν ηµ′ν′ − ηµν′ ηνµ′

)
+ fabe ffge ηµµ′ ηνν′

+ [(aµ)↔ (bν)]
}

∆µ′ρ′ ∆ν′σ′

×
{
fcfe′ fdge′

(
ηρσ ηρ′σ′ − ηρσ′ ησρ′

)
+ fcde′ ffge′ ηρρ′ ησσ′

+ [(cρ)↔ (dσ)]
}
.

(14.75)
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The factor 1
2 was included to avoid overcounting. We note that each vertex

consists of six different terms (cf. table 12.3), three of which can be obtained
from the others by the interchange of the external-line indices. For the moment
let us work out the terms that are given explicitly,

[
Baµ

b
ν
c
ρ
d
σ(0, 0, 0, 0)

]
(3)

=

1
2g

4 fafe fbge fcfe′ fdge′

∫
dnq

i(2π)n

{ηµρ ηνσ
q4

+ (n− 3 + λ−4)
ηµν ηρσ
q4

− (1− λ−2)
ηµρ qνqσ + ηνσ qµqρ

q6

+ (1− λ−4)
ηµν qρqσ + ηρσ qµqν

q6
+ (1− λ−2)2

qµqνqρqσ
q8

}

+ 1
4g

4C2(G) fabe fcde

∫
dnq

i(2π)n

{2ηµν ηρσ − 2ηµσ ηνρ + 2ηµρ ηνσ
q4

+ 2(1− λ−2)
ηµσ qνqρ + ηνρ qµqσ − ηµρ qνqσ − ηνσ qµqρ

q6

− (1− λ−4)
ηµν qρqσ + ηρσ qµqν

q6

}

+ three more terms

=− 1
2g

4 fafe fbge fcfe′ fdge′
µε

192π2

1

ε

×
{
(13 + 10λ−2 + λ−4) ηµρ ηνσ

+ (1− 2λ−2 + λ−4) ηµσ ηνρ + (37− 2λ−2 + 13λ−4) ηµν ηρσ

}

− g4C2(G) fabe fcde
µε

64π2

1

ε

×
{
2(1 + λ−2)(ηµρ ηνσ − ηµσ ηνρ) + (3 + λ−4) ηµν ηρσ

}

+ three more terms .

(14.76)

where the “three more terms” follow from the appropriate interchange of the
indices. The factor C2(G) arises from the use of (13.4) and (14.9).

Finally consider the diagram (c.4) with the ghost loop. It does not require
a combinatorial factor and must be combined with five other diagrams corre-
sponding to inequivalent attachments of the external lines. As the integral is
only logarithmically divergent we may suppress the external momenta. The
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corresponding expression is

[
Baµ

b
ν
c
ρ
d
σ(0, 0, 0, 0)

]
(4)

= −g4 faeh fbfe fcgf fdhg

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
qµqνqρqσ

q8

g4 faeh fbfe fcgf fdhg
µε

192π2

1

ε

(
ηµν ηρσ + ηµρ ηνσ + ηµσ ηνρ

)
.

(14.77)

It is relatively easy to combine the expressions for the four graphs (c.1-4).
Rather then first combining the three or six graphs of each type correspond-
ing to inequivalent attachments of the external lines, and then add all contri-
butions, we note that the summation over different external-line attachments
can be postponed until the end, where we then symmetrize over the index
pairs (µ, a), (ν, b), (ρ, c) and (σ, d) of the external lines. There are twelve such
permutations and we have to correct for that, as there were only three in-
equivalent attachments of external lines for the diagrams (c.1) and (c.3), and
six for the diagrams (c.2) and (c.4). So we first multiply the expressions for
the diagrams (c.1) and (c.3) by 1

4 and those for (c.2) and (c.4) by 1
2 and then

add their contributions, after which we include all twelve permutations (be-
cause of the symmetry properties of the various graphs some of these twelve
permutions will simply lead to identical results). According to this strategy
the “three more terms” in (13.e18) can be counted as identical.

Let us now first add all terms proportional to the following product of four
structure constants, fahe fbef fcfg fdgh. By virue of the antisymmetry of the
structure constants this product is symmetric in a and c and in b and d. In
some of the terms in (13.e16) and (13.e18) the indices are contracted differ-
ently, but those terms can yet be brought into the same form by interchanging
the indices (ρ, c) and (σ, d) of the external lines. The result reads

g4 fahe fbef fcfg fdgh
µε

192π2

1

ε

{
(4− 3λ−2)(ηµν ηρσ − ηµρ ηνσ)

+ (4− 3λ−2)(ηµσ ηνρ − ηµρ ηνσ)

+ (18 + 9λ−2 + 3λ−4)(ηµν ηρσ − ηµσ ηνρ)
}
.

(14.78)

This expression must now be summed over all twelve permutations. However,
the last term is antisymmetric in ν and ρ, whereas the product of the structure
constants is symmetric in the corresponding group indices b and c. Therefore
this term cancels when summed over the correponding index pairs. The two
remaining combinations are antisymmetric in νρ or in ρσ. Therefore we can
restrict ourselves to the part of product of the structure constants that is
antisymmetric in bc or cd, respectively, so that the combined expression is
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symmetric under the exchange of the corresponding external lines. These an-
tisymmetric parts can be rewritten by means of the Jacobi identity (13.2),
after which one uses (14.9) to write the (13.e20) as

g4C2(G) (1− 3
4λ
−2)

µε

192π2

1

ε

{
fade fbce (ηµν ηρσ − ηµρ ηνσ)

− fabe fcde(ηµσ ηνρ − ηµρ ηνσ)
}
. (14.79)

This expression can now be combined with the remaining contributions of
the same structure in (13.e16), and (13.e18). After summing explicitly over
the twelve permutations (so that for instance the last term proportional to
(3 + λ−4) in (13.e18) cancels because it is antisymmetric in (µ, a) and (ν, b))
one thus obtains

Baµ
b
ν
c
ρ
d
σ(0, 0, 0, 0) = −g4 (2− 3λ−2)

µε

24π2

1

ε

×
{
face fbde(ηµν ηρσ − ηµσ ηρν) + fade fbce(ηµν ησρ − ηµρ ησν)

+ fabe fcde(ηµρ ηνσ − ηµσ ηνρ)
}
.

(14.80)

This divergence is cancelled by the contribution from the third term in the
counterterm Lagrangian (13.b7).

(d) Diagrams with external ghost fields
The calculation of the divergent diagrams with external ghost lines resem-
bles the calculations performed in the section 13.3 for diagrams with external
fermion lines. As shown in Fig. 13.7, there is a self-energy diagram and two
vertex diagrams. At first sight it seems that one can also have a box diagram
with four external ghost lines, or a triangle diagram with two ghost ghost
and two external gauge field lines. However, one of the momenta associated
with the ghost vertices corresponds always to an external line, which reduces
the large-momentum behaviour of the integrand. The expression for the ghost
self-energy diagram equals

Πab(p) = g2λ2 fcad fcdb

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
pµ(p− q)ν

iλ (p− q)2 q2
{
ηµν − (1− λ−2)

qµqν
q2

}
.

(14.81)

We now use the identity

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
qµ

(p− q)2 q2 = 1
2pµ

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

(p− q)2 q2 , (14.82)
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Figure 14.7: Diagrams with external ghost fields: self-energy (d.1), vertex (d.2)
and vertex (d.3).

which follows from symmetric integration (cf. problem 13.x). Furthermore by
partial fractioning, using 2p · q = −(p− q)2 + q2 +p2, and dropping terms odd
in q, we can extract a factor p2, so that (13.e23) takes the form

Πab(p) = 1
4 iλp2 g2C2(G)δab

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

(p− q)2 q2
{

3−λ−2−2(1−λ−2)
p · q
q2

}
.

(14.83)

where we made use of (13.4). For p 6= 0 the integral does not suffer from
infrared divergences. The last term proportional to p·q is also free of ultraviolet
divergences. Hence the ultraviolate divergent term orininates from the first few
terms and we find

Πab(p) = −iλ(3− λ−2) g2C2(G) δab p2 µε

32π2

1

ε
. (14.84)

This divergence is cancelled by the corresponding contribution from the coun-
terterm Lagrangian (13.b8).

The expressions for the vertex diagrams (d.2) and (d.3) are (Q = p′ − p)
[
Λµ;abc(p

′, p)
]
(1)

= −g3λ3 fedc fafdfebf

×
∫

dnq

i(2π)n
(p− q)ρp′σ(p′ − q)µ

(iλ)2 (p− q)2 (p′ − q)2 q2
[
ηρσ − (1− λ−2)

qρqσ

q2

]
,

[
Λµ;abc(p

′, p)
]
(2)

= ig3λ2 fedc fafd ffbe

×
∫

dnq

i(2π)n
p′ρ(q + 1

2 (p+ p′))σ Vµ
ρσ(Q, q − 1

2Q,−q − 1
2Q)

iλ (q + 1
2 (p+ p′))2 (q − 1

2Q)2 (q + 1
2Q)2

.

(14.85)

Here we note that both diagrams are proportional to the external momenta
associated with the outgoing ghost. The remaining integral is logarithmically
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divergent, and its divergent part can be extracted by suppressing the external
momenta in the integrand. Using also (14.9), the divergent part of the sum of
the two graphs is equal to

Λµ;abc(p
′, p) = − 1

2g
3λ−1 C2(G) fabc p

′
µ

∫
dnq

i(2π)n
1

q4

= g3λ−1 C2(G) fabc p
′
µ

µε

16π2

1

ε
,

(14.86)

which is cancelled by the second term in the counterterm Lagrangian (13.b8).

Problems

14.1. The generators of SU(N) in the defining N -dimensional representation consist
of all independentN×N traceless antihermitean matrices. Together with the identity
matrix they form a complete basis for the general N×N matrices. This implies that

N2−1
X

a=1

(ta)ij (ta)kl − (2N)−1δij δkl = − 1
2
δil δjk . (1)

where we have used the normalization (14.5). Likewise, the generators of SO(N)
in the defining representation form a complete basis of all N × N antisymmetric
matrices, which implies

N(N−1)/2
X

a=1

(ta)ij (ta)kl = 1
4

`

δik δjl − δil δjk

´

, (2)

again with the same normalization (14.5). Prove these relations. Then apply them
to Tr ([ta, tb] [ta, tb]) and verify the result for C2(G) as given in (14.7).

14.2. Consider a non-abelian gauge theory including, instead of fermions, scalar
fields φi with mass m, see also section 13.5. Omit any scalar self-interactions. Con-
struct the counterterm Lagrangian in analogy to (14.13). Now study the self-energy
corrections for the scalar propagator, and derive Zφ and Zm to order g2.

14.3. The differential and total cross sections for the reaction e+ + e− → µ+ +µ− ,
when mediated by a single virtual photon, are given in (6.121) Use the gauge field
Lagrangian (14.xx) to calculate the corresponding amplitude for the annihilation
of a massless fermion with its antifermion producing a massive fermion-antifermion
pair with mass m.

s2
d2σ

dt1du1
=

g4

12π

h t21 + u2
1

s2
+

2m2

s

i

δ(s+ t1 + u1) ,

and

σ =
g4

54πs2
(s+ 2m2)β .
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We use the notation t1 = t − m2, u1 = u − m2 where s, t and u are defined in
Table 6.9, β = (1−4m2/s)1/2. The results include a summation over final spins and
gauge degrees of freedom for the fermion and an average over initial spins and gauge
degrees of freedom.

14.4. Next consider the reaction where a photon and a quantum of the gauge field
annihilate and produce a fermion antifermion pair of mass m. Use the same notation
for the invariants as in the previous problem. Using the QED Lagrangian (5.41) and
the gauge field Lagrangian (13.89), write down the two Feynman diagrams which
contribute to the scattering amplitude and check that gauge invariance is satisfied.
Calculate the differential cross section

s2
d2σ

dt1du1
= αem

g4

16π
BQEDδ(s+ t1 + u1) ,

where

BQED =
t1
u1

+
u1

t1
+

4m2s

t1u1

“

1 − m2s

t1u1)

”

,

is the same factor that appears in the QED result (i.e., in the square of the amplitude
for the reaction γ + γ → µ+ + µ− which you can obtain by crossing from (9.126),
setting k2 = Q2 = 0 and dropping multiplicative factors). Note that we have summed
over final the spins and gauge degrees of freedom of the outgoing fermion-antifermion
pair and averaged over the initial polarizations and gauge degrees of the incoming
photon and gauge particle. Finally show that the total cross section is

σ =
αemg

2

2s

n“

1 +
4m2

s
− 8m4

s2

”

ln
“1 + β

1 − β

”

−
“

1 +
4M2

s

”

β
o

.

14.5. Now consider the reaction where two gauge field quanta annihilate into a
massive fermion-antifermion pair. Use the same notation for the invariants as in
the previous two problems and the Feynman rules for the gauge field Lagrangian
(13.89). Write down the three Feynman diagrams which contribute to the scatter-
ing amplitude and check that gauge invariance is satisfied. Now drop terms in the
amplitude which vanish upon contraction with the external polarization vectors.
(Remember that we can always consider the Born amplitude as the imaginary part
of a higher order amplitude and which would involve two gauge propagators and
therefore Fadeev-Popov ghost contributions, so the sum over two external gauge
field polarization vectors must be considered carefully). Derive the following results
for the traces over the SU(3) matrices

T1 = Tr(λaλbλbλa) = 2
“56

3
+ 24

”

,

and

T2 = Tr(λaλbλaλb) = 2
“56

3
− 24

”

.
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where λa are the representation matrices satisfying the Lie algebra commutation
relations. Split the traces of the Dirac matrices in the square of the amplitude into
coefficients of T1 and T2. Then calculate the two traces and show that their sum
yields 8BQED where BQED is the Abelian result found in the previous problem.
Show that the difference of the two traces yields 8(1 − 4t1u1/s

2)BQED. Then add
all the terms and show that the differential scattering amplitude takes the form

s2
d2σ

dt1du1
=

g4

256π

n

3
“

1− 2t1u1

s2

”

− 1

3

oh t1
u1

+
u1

t1
+

4m2s

t1u1

“

1−m2s

t1u1

”i

δ(s+t1+u1) ,

Note that we have summed over final spins and colours and averaged over initial
polarizations and colours. Finally show that the total cross section is

σ =
g4

48πs

n“

1 +
4m2

s
+
m4

s2

”

ln
“1 + β

1 − β

”

−
“

7 +
31M2

s

”β

4

o

.

For the corresponding calculations in the SU(3) gauge field theory usually referred to

as Quantum Chromodynamics see; M. Glück, J.F. Owens and E. Reya, Phys. Rev.

D17 (1978) 2324; B.L. Combridge, Nucl. Phys. B151 (1979) 429; J. Babcock, D.

Sivers and S. Wolfram, Phys. Rev. D18 (1978) 162.


